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Age-friendly in the Wheatbelt
The Wheatbelt Development Commission is 

working with the 43 local governments in its 

region to improve the age-friendliness of towns 

and communities throughout the Wheatbelt.

The Commission received $2.53 million through the 
Royalties for Regions Regional Grants Scheme to 
begin the task of assisting older people to remain in 
their communities as they age.

An Age-Friendly Community Planning Toolbox has 
been developed to help local governments prepare 
age-friendly community plans, and a small grants 
scheme has been established to aid implementation 
of infrastructure projects.

The Commission’s project, Creating Age-Friendly 
Communities in Small Towns, aims to improve the 
level of age-friendly infrastructure and services and 
community inclusion for the region’s older people.

The project grew out of consultation forums held 
with local government throughout the region in 2012, 
which identified aged care as a growing priority.

“Addressing the aged care issues 
in the Wheatbelt makes sense 
socially and economically,” said 
Wheatbelt Development Commission 
CEO Wendy Newman. 

“Developing innovative solutions allows residents to 
stay close to family and friends, in the community 
they have contributed to all of their lives. It also 
builds the basis for a viable aged care industry in 
regional WA.” 

Wheatbelt local governments, Regional Development 
Australia Wheatbelt, the WA Country Health Service, 
South West WA Medicare Local, and the Commission 

engaged Verso Consulting to identify solutions 
that would enable older people to remain in their 
communities for as long as possible.

The second phase of the Creating Age-Friendly 
Communities in Small Towns Project, which will 
commence in July 2015, will aim to identify innovative 
public transport solutions for the region’s older 
residents and develop an integrated transport plan.

Audit tool
The Age-Friendly Community Planning Toolbox offers 
resources to guide local governments through the 
process of developing and reviewing age-friendly 
community plans.

The toolbox includes an audit tool, an app that can 
be used on a desktop computer or mobile device and 
helps to identify gaps in infrastructure and services. 
The tool is currently available to local governments 
in the Wheatbelt Development Commission’s region.

The audit tool asks questions about each key 
element of age-friendly communities: access to 
health and community services; outdoor spaces and 
buildings; transport and movement; housing; sport 
and recreation; social participation; respect and 
social inclusion (based on community feedback); 
communication and information.

Geo-referencing capabilities can pinpoint where the 
facility is and digital photos can be logged in the 
audit tool. The completed survey can be exported as 
a PDF or Word report and informs the age-friendly 
community plan.

Local governments in the region that completed 
their audits could apply for funding through the $1.7 
million infrastructure fund for projects to improve the 
age-friendliness of their communities. The fund has 
closed and applications are being assessed.
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Meet Mary
Creating Age-Friendly Communities in Small Towns is part of a much 
broader Wheatbelt aged care strategy, developed through the Wheatbelt 
Aged Support and Care Solutions Project, which undertook extensive 
research and resulted in a series of reports, an implementation plan and 
a Wheatbelt Aboriginal Aged Care Framework.

The Wheatbelt Development Commission has developed a video, Meet 
Mary, that explains the needs of ageing people in the Wheatbelt and how 
those needs can be met through four overarching strategies: creating 
age-friendly communities, supporting access to age-appropriate housing, 
fostering delivery of home care, and supporting access to residential care.

The Commission is working with local governments and other stakeholders 
to implement all four strategies. It supports local governments with 
planning to develop housing options and advocating for government 
and service providers to find more innovative ways to deliver care in 
the region.

Find out more about the Wheatbelt aged care 
projects and view Meet Mary at 
http://www.wheatbelt.wa.gov.au/our-projects/aged-care 

Find out more about Creating Age-Friendly Communities in Small Towns 
at http://www.wheatbelt.wa.gov.au/our-projects/creating-age-friendly-
communities-small-towns-project 

Key elements of 

age-friendly communities: 

> access to health and community 

services

> outdoor spaces and buildings

> transport and movement

> housing

> sport and recreation

> social participation

> respect and social inclusion 

> communication and information




